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ou can hear the tallk about Buddy's Tru-:k
Stop on the CB radio near [t\ttrﬁmj: 95
where motorists, truckers and pilgrims stop
by for a quickie. Buddy's always has :5 cer-
tain smeli—a damp, musky smell mixed

with bleach and pine-scented clmnu} I’s

.

l-mc:.iwn upt and down the Eastern Seaboard, ;

. Laxt year a Lee Correctiona! intnate filed four frivolos
ftdr_'ral civi) conspiracy lawsuits against seversl dtf:mfmtﬁ,
Elﬂlmmg law enlorcement avthorities railroaded him because
he allepedly helped a prostitute at Buddy's escape the bor-
dullu. i*

' The defendaits in his lrwsoit included Eh:nﬂ: G"ﬂl‘h‘-‘i
"Ghuck‘* Eoley, SLED Chief Robert Stewart, the Marl]mm
'L-ﬂl..llll'f Board of Commissiopers and almost everybody uns

der 111& suny, including E.B, “Buddy” Tiller and Joel Tiller of
H&rl’.ﬂﬂ“&':. q

. Their lawyer “vehemently® denied the allegarios nf
mmatc_- Ronsald F. Jackson, who Foley had helped jail ireara
ago. “The suit, accusing Foley of being a “silent partnef and
-:nmplmmr in the bordellu's operation, was for $284 million.

: The suit alfeged the bordello remamns “open 24 hours &
:lay, six days a week,” and other wild claims, mcludmﬂ that
murdtra have taken place at there, - :

* Jacksun's former warden, Bill Davis at Evans Cﬂrr:&

uuml Institution, called Jackson a juillouse lawyer. “He" 3 one
of the warst,” Davis said. 5

" Foley gald Jackson “will say any dammed thing i Ip the
workl. P've known him for 30 years. He's been a crook for 30
}'e:u:.-; Man, he hates ime becavse [ don’t play with him, You

nanie it, he's done it, He's been a thug all hiz damned llfc

In an interview fromn prizon, Jackson said, “1 wmh
[Eoley] well. 1 want him 1o stay well until we get into fl:d:ral

count. You've got the Southern Dmc Mafia. SLED i in on it
too. Foley has got some power,”

. A recent Freedom of Infornation request to SLED re-
veaked the agency has ho files on the operation, a:currling to
a recent reply from an agent,

1 Althoogh law enforcemenit authorigies readily :idmit
there is fittle question that the Trucker's Motel is a brothel, it
continues to operate openly after more than three dﬂg&dcs

How this can be so—especially in the Bible H-:lt—authqntm" '

F.@al

"'

will tell you iz because of a lack of funds. “Priorities,” say
Foley, 3LED spokesman Hugh Munn and FBL agent Joe
Younginer in Florence,

Foley mid it costs a lot of taxpryers’ money o produce
a sting. “You've got prierities to go by, he said. “You have to
use priorities.” A sting would require four or five SLED
agents and a few deputies, he said. “When you multiply theiz
lvours out, yutt L sce how much ;.ruu'vE gixeiil, It's a terrific
cost ”® the sheriff sakl, adding it's a difficult case to prove in
court.

“It's hared to cotne up with all thit
stuff,” he explained, “The honds are
Light,”

Munn said he cannot say the
Trackers Motel i a bordello because of
the possibility of a libel lawsuit. “De care-
ful” he warned. “That's a violent county.
Anything vou weite you had better be
able to back up. I can't say some things I
Livow to be true. We worlk where we are
requested to assist. Tu's just like enything
elie. You have so much going ot You
just get to what you can get to. We can't
be everywhere.”

Foley said there have been some
raids, stressing that the operation began
lotig befors he came into office in 1985,
Just down the road toward Bennettsville,
Candy's Truck Stop operated g5 a bordello for years until it
waz tlestroyed more than a decade agoe, *Somchody Iurned it
down,” Foley said,

Just across the Darlington County line near Dovesville
there iz Shady Pines, = truck stop that the Darlington Fire
Chicf recently described as “the only truck stop without gas
pumps” A Shady Pines employee called the place "an old
folks home” because of the age of the hookers, He asked me
what my shoe size was, too, and told me not to do a woty.

*They all give false names,”™ Foley said, “They've got
aliases like cveryboly in that world”

The sheriff said, “You've got the legitimate side of the

l:m.-mu:a:n tml. W& ve never had any pmhl!.mﬂ out there, There

Tave been v&ry few.

Although law
enforcetent
authorities readily
admit there is little
question that the
. Trucker’s Motel isa
brothel, it continues
to operate operly
after niore thar
three decades.

"This onie hever has given us'any ‘probe | ing Nowa, s
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benw " Poley addedd that since interstate vio-
lations arc evident, the FBI should be in-

gald Faley. “How can they stay open In Flo-
rence? How can they stay open in
Darlington County!”

Actually, there have been problems

at Buddy's Truck Stop before, and the FBI
was involved, according to FBIL agent

Younginer.
On July 2, 1989, Younginer arrested
_Kelly Lenah Floyd, 28, of Hartsvilly, cliarg-
ing her with interstate flight to aveid pros
ectition. The woman was accused of run-
ning a teenage prostitution ring at a
brothel where girls as young as 14 worked,
She had reportedly fled San Prancisco
shortly before a March 1988 police raid
after a probe that began in May 1987,
" “Tip leads to arrest of fugitive in
“ari after show aited,” eid] the headling in
a regional newspaper. -
Foyd, a.Xa. “Sunghine,” was wanted
for pimping, pandering and escape. Mo
mentg after a broadcast an the Fox TV
show “America’s Most Wanted,” 135 calls
were fieldad in Washington, D.C,, after the
10-minute segment, according to
Younginer, s he was called in,

“We got several calls from Weshing-
ton," Younginer sald. *1 went up to
Bennettsville on a Sunday aight. [ didn't
jlentily myself as an FBI agent.”

The only thing that Lic and another agant had to go on
was that this suspect was short, blonde and spotted a tanoo of
a teddy bear. When the two men entered the bar, there were
several women who fit the general description, so there was a
lincup and a search for the sccret clue. When that turnied up
nothitig, Younginer said he asked the owner, Buddy Tiller,
where the woman was. “He said, She's in 2 trailer, She's tiot
working tonjght.”

It was 2 a.m. “When we got thers, she had 2 housecoat
on She didn't like me," Younginer said. In
* the trailler was also a shotgun, Loaded.
The suspect told the FBI she
worked a5 3 “waitress” at the truck stop.
Her bond was finally set at $25,000.
Why doesn't the FBI puresue the
closing of the truck stop like Foley sug-
pested?
"The feds don't get into that, The
FBI dees nut investigate that,” Younginer
zaid, “It's left up ko the counties and to the
state, The state and county knows about
what i going o out there, I don't know if
they pay them off or not. I don't have any
i:wdﬂu:c that they are being paid oft.”
If Lthere were any such evidence,
however, Younginer said the agency
would become involved,

The agent .'.ugg&&titd I talk to C.
Gordon McBride, the 4th Circuit solicitor,

*1 2mn more than willing to cooperate with law enfores
ment,” McBride said. “I support them 100 percent, Mo ont
has ever indicated any problems. People have atleged that
there are improprieties going on at the Trucker's Motel, but 1
sort of go afong with Sheritf Foley in that none of the raids
have turned up anything, 1 don't make cases, | present them
1o the Shenff's Pepariment.”

Same question, different officiak: “How can progtitution
operate sa openly for 30 years in Marlbore County™

“Thar | don't know,” he said, "There are 5001 uton-
cemed people, and they think they are zafe.”

Tim Euﬂmd is @ reporier wuh The Florence Mom-
RN b

I i

volved. *T think the feds just about quit,” |
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